107                              Land Revenue and Other Taxes

Official oppression reached so high that Saluva
Narasimha once had to send an expedition to suppress the
tyranny. A focal chief named Sambeta Guruvaraju whose
atrocities reached the maximum pitch, used to inflict in-
human punishments to those who could not pay the highly
burdensome taxes. Even the ladies were not spared. His
oppressive activities were observed by a troop of dramatfe
performers, Kuchipudi Bhagavatulu. They wanted to teach
him a lesson. So they exhibited the scene of the inhuman
. extractions of taxes by Sambeta Guruva rajy of Siddhautam
sima in a dramatic manner before the Raya in the palace.
Raya at once became so indignant that he sent at once an
expedition under a muslim officer named Ismail Khan to
crush the Chief.106

The marriage tax was abolished by Devaraya in
A.D. 1432.107 Sri Krishnadevaraya abolished marriage taxes
for all, irrespective of castes for all times, in A.D. 1510.108
During the Achutadevaraya times parachanamvaru of five
artisan classes of Kanaganipalli were exempted from

payment of several taxes.*09 During the Sadasrvaraya period

*

learned Mahajanas of several si&triyam villages were
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